


‘Women painters still fail to be recogmzed

sk people to name the with her painting  have never been recorded as an
reatest Indonesian important part of the history of
painters in_ history The emergence of women painting here

‘nd they will mention Raden 1t was difficult for great

painters — namely R
Saleh, Affand] or Basoeki Kustiyah, Maria Ty and Kar.  women painters to establish
Abdulah ik - began after the opening _ themselves as they operated
Nissing something? under several " limitations
Indeed. They're all menis compared with their male
names and not a_ single Counterparts. Take this exa:

Ida Indawali Khouw " What husband would
The aarta Post Ellow his wite to sty ouside

I doesn't mean thatIndone- 8kt the house until Tate at night,
sia had no women painters in especially f it were purcly fof
the past The country used o the sake of art? askeg Mer-
have Emirria Socnasa, o mem-  of the Indonesian Academy of ~wan Yusuf, curator of the
ber of the Temate roval family Arts (ASRD) in 1950 in Ntional Gallery, during s
in North Maluk, back in the Yogyakarta, the fist formal ~recent discussion on women
10405, She traveled around school of ars. But their names _ painters and. the problems

Maja Dusikovais 1996 llustrations of Rapunzel are soft watercolors that accompany the
Brothers Grimm version of the childrens fairy tale. Dusikova's original lustrations are on
Gisplay through Jandary 2002 at the National Museum of Women inthe Arts in Washington.

The oot of the problem, he
sai was i the dificulties, due
Tosocial restrictions, that

face in using the privi-
ven by society 10 artists

( e Torm of
(peintes i th form of to
{oeeom and indvidualism

Nerwan sai the pivileges
were i uch 8 form that peo-
e tended to_be tolerant
Bhen artsts had & bohemian
ay-of lie, as when artists
b " Uncomuentiona
appearanic or did things that
et be frowned upon by
hhers, Such a3 creating ar
Work that displayed nudity.

But the privileges. they
received were aso ollowed by
Gemands that  their work
ought 1o have individuality
“nd originality, 50 that their
Work s ot ike the renova:
o of historie buildings’
Merwan said

Societal expectations, such
as the common belel that the
primary role of women is to
protect,murture and fulfl the
Feprodictive fanction, would
influcnce the work of women

painters. Such 4 situation has
Gbliged women 1o be a role
model for their children %o
that, for example, lesding &

bohémian way of life was con-
Sidered 1o be undesirable

The  limitation  was
acknowledged by woman
painter Titik Sunart, who was
2150 present at the dicussion

Bue to their role as
housewives who are expected
to do all the domestic
chores, many women painters
have litle time for activities
su books
o broaden their knowledge,
she said

Merwan said it
put high expec-

tations on women painters
because their presence in e
world of painting was' s
Felntively new.

Even in Earope, belore the
20th century, parnting wos s
male-dominated domain

But well-known

me to discuss the gende
of painters
“There i no gender when it

comes 1o painting, asthe most
{mportant thing is the quality
of an artist’s work, whether it
ouches upon humanity; there
are works of women painters
that show this quality.

' think the most impor-
tant thing is that you have to
do.‘your best," said Astar
many of whose paintings are
about women

Moreover, she said now is
ot the time to evaluate works
of art from the perspective of
he greatness of the painter.

(s a megalomaniac way
of thinking. There are many
\npopular painters, but their
ol 0 ouching”

Regarding critics of women
painters, who st see things
from the male point of view,
Such a5 the exploration of
omen's bodies, Astari said
that critcs should understand
thepsychology behind the
paintings.

“When worsen portray their
bodies it is not a mere display
of sensuality as male painters
usually show s more about
questioning_themselves ~or
‘about things they don' like
For instance, one of my paint-
ings questions my role 35 a
Javanese ltte girl who always
had to smile and look good,
she said, "but those who can
understand the work wil say

T'm being narcissistic!




